
 
 

 

Thurston County Tourism Promotion Area Commission Meeting 
Monday, February 29, 2016 • 3:30 pm  

OrgSupport • 1520 A Irving Street SW, Tumwater, WA 98512 

ATTENDEES: DeEsta Denver, Jeetu Chaudhry, Denise Hibbeln, Natasha Jenkins, Valerie Walters, Ryan 
Kang, Craig Ottavelli (staff) 

 

MINUTES 

1. Welcome & Call to Order – Chair Hibbeln called the meeting to order at 3:35 pm.   
 

2. Consent Calendar (items of a routine nature) – It was moved, second, passed unanimously to approve the 
consent calendar as presented.   

a. Approval of October 26, 2015 Minutes 
 

3. Commission Appointments Recommendations – It was moved, second, passed unanimously to request the 
board of county commissioners appoint Natasha Jenkins to a new term ending June 2017.   
 

4. Thurston Bountiful Byway Presentation – Commissioner Romero presented on the Thurston Bountiful Byway 
program and commissioners discussed the benefits to the community realized from the program.  Byway 
membership program materials were distributed.   
 

5. VCB Report – Ms. Shauna Stewart, VCB Executive Director 
a. STR Report – The VCB has been reporting data which is not authorized for release.  Future 

reports will include only those numbers the STR contract allows.   
b. Marketing and Communications Report – Ms. Stewart shared the goal tracking and objectives for 

2015-16 and distributed the 2016 VCB Marketing and Business Plan and Scorecard at a Glance.  
The VCB is reevaluating the current vision and anticipating a new and more strategic orientation.  
Destination Marketing Association International (DMAI) accreditation is anticipated for July of 
2017.   

c. Financials Review – Commissioners reviewed financials and noted the approximately $140,000 
carryover from 2015.   

 
6. Items from the Floor 

a. New meeting location – OrgSupport reported they are moving to a new physical office.  The new 
space will have conference room space, which may be large enough to accommodate the Hotel & 
Motel Commission meetings.  If the space is not sufficiently large, a new meeting space will be 
identified working with Chair Hibbeln.  Commissioners that would like to host the commission 
meetings on a regular, confirmed basis are encouraged to volunteer space by 
contacting info@tpacommission.org.   
 

7. Hoteliers Roundtable 
a. Denise Hibbeln reported they hosted a large filming crew that worked in the Pacific Northwest 

over an extended period between November and late December.  The rumor is that they enjoyed 
filming in the region and they may be returning for additional work.   

 



 
 

 

8. Open Public Meeting Act Training – Commissioners received training via the Attorney General’s Office Open 
Public Meetings Act Training video located at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n3B7_Xm3I8c.   
 

9. Adjournment – Chair Hibbeln adjourned the meeting at 5:20 pm.   


